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“Best” Foreign Giveaways 


Perhaps you noted in recent 
newspaper editorials a recurring 
sentiment. It goes something like 
this: ‘“‘Oh, to be in England, now 
that April’s here.” It is inspired 
by the fact that while we have all 
been digging up money to pay our 
federal taxes, the British people 
have gotten another tax cut. This 
is the sixth tax cut for the Brit- 
ish in eight years. In the same 
period, Americans got just one 
little reduction in taxes. How 
come? Well, one reason could be 
that since the end of the Second 
World War, we sent to Britain in 


foreign giveaways more than sev- 
en billion dollars. 

The fact is, this business of 
foreign handouts is becoming a 
nightmare. As you know, there 
has been a great deal of non- 
sense, and even scandal, in many 
of the giveaway programs. But 
here are two reports on what are 
supposed to be the best - not the 
‘worst - the best of our foreign 
giveaway efforts, one in Europe 
and one in Asia. 

Mr. Chesly Manly of the Chi- 
cago Tribune, has been over in 
Turkey. Turkey is used as a shin- 








ing example by the foreign-aid 
propagandists. Mr. Manly pays 
great tribute to the Turks. But he 
says American taxpayers are be- 
ing taken for a ride. We have 
spent millions on the Turkish 
army. 
brave army, but badly equipped 
despite all our millions. And our 
money has gone for fantastic pub- 
lic improvements in Turkey which 
the Turks can’t use. The only 
thing our dollars seem to have 
done is to help along the infla- 
tion from which Turkey now suf- 
fers. 

Over on the other side of the 
world, Mr. Vermont Royster of the 
Wall Street Journal, has been 
looking at foreign-aid in Thai- 
land. In dollars, this is one of 


Mr. Manly says it is a 
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the smallest giveaways. But it’s 
full of big ideas - so big that the 
problem of handling it is almost 
impossible. The result is a grow- 
ing irritation among the people. 
As Mr. Royster says, the Siamese 
got along for a thousand years 
without our dollars and our ad- 
visers. One kindly native said to 
him: “‘I suppose we ought to be 
glad you’re helping us, but we do 
wish you wouldn’t help us so 
hard.”’ 

I would like to add one point. 
Ten years ago, your taxes were 
paying the salaries of 450 bu- 
reaucrats to run the foreign eco- 
nomic giveaways. Today you pay 
for 12,000 bureaucrats, plus an- 
other 9,000 who handle military 
giveaways. 


Seven Billions Down The Drain 


This foreign-giveaway racket 
is not the only government activ- 
ity which is wasting our tax- 
money.We’ve been hearing a great 
deal of talk about how hard it is 
to balance the government’s bud- 
get because of the necessity of 
spending on defense. Most of the 
discussing about bringing govern- 
ment spending back to reasonable 
centers around the out- 

giveaways to foreign 


limits 
rageous 


countries and to domestic pres- 
sure groups here at home. But the 
so-called defense expenditures 
seem to be sacrosanct. In fact, 
most suggestions have to do with 
making them bigger instead of 
smaller. 

Now I’m not going to get into 
a discussion of whether our mili- 
tary expenditures are adequate or 
not. I’1l leave that to the military 
experts. But I would like to sug- 
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gest that the poor old American 
taxpayer be given a break on this 
score too. We have to get over 
the idea that military expenditures 
are sacred and daren’t be touched. 
They are just as susceptible to 
nonsense, boondoggling and waste 
as everything else which govern- 
ment handles. Let me give you a 
few examples of what I mean. 

I think you will agree that 
seven and a half billion dollars 
is a lot of money. It is more than 
twice as much money as it used 
to cost to run the entire govern- 
ment of the United States. Well, 
last year the Defense Department 
simply wrote off seven and a half 
billion dollars — spent it for stuff 
that turned out to be useless. Now 
of course military hardware and 
obsolete 


weapons do _ become 


pretty fast sometimes. But at 
least a billion dollars of this was 
just sheer waste — it was spent 
on stuff the boys in the Pentagon 
didn’t need in the first place, and 
after they bought it, couldn’t find 
any way to use. So they got rid of 
it — for eight cents on the dollar. 
The dollar was yours — and I 
guess they figured there’s more 
where that dollar came from. 

Here’s another example. This 
one shows that the military know 
how to learn a lesson from the 
bureaucrats in taking the Ameri- 
can taxpayer for a ride. We have 
a new Air Force Academy out in 
Colorado Springs. I’m not arguing 
against the need for this Acad- 
emy. We have West Point to train 
Army officers and Annapolis to 
train naval officers. The idea of 
the new academy — in this age of 
air and space travel — is to train 
officers for the Air Force, which 
of course is all right. We appro- 
priated 137 million dollars to 
build and equip this academy, 
which is no mean sum. But the 
boys who do the spending didn’t 
think 
since it was all they could get at 
the moment, wouldn’t you think 
they would spend it on the sheer 
necessities of a good Air Force 
Academy? 


it was enough. However, 








Well, they spent nearly $54,- 
000 on lavish lavatories — not for 
future air officers, but for visitors 
to the Academy. They built a set 
of dormitories for the students 
which make the ones at West 
Point and Annapolis look like 
hovels. They also built 22 garden 
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pools, a three-million-dollar field 
house, 18 basketball courts, and 
a five-hundred-thousand-d ol | ar 
clubhouse. Oh yes, there is also 
an 18-hole golf course and a five- 
million-dollar social center with 
two ballrooms. 


Where’s The Air Field? 


Now what would you say is 
one of the most important facili- 
ties to train future air-force offi- 
cers? Why, an air field of course. 
But there still isn’t any air field 
— and the money has run out. Oh, 
they’Il get more all right — so 
long as the taxpayers are still 
around. But you have to hand it 
to these spenders —they’re smart. 
Suppose they had built the air 
field first — and then asked the 
taxpayers for more money to build 
pretty washrooms, social centers 
and golf courses. They’d have a 
hard time getting it. But now they 
have all their frills and furbelows 
— with your money — and none of 
it is any good without an air field, 
so you'll have to come up with 
the money for that too. 

Meantime, a great big chunk 
of your tax dollars is used to pay 
and maintain our big army, navy 
and air force. I’m sure American 


taxpayers don’t mind paying for 
the real defense of the United 
States. But now it turns out that 
20,000 men in the armed services 
defending their country by 
waiters, 


are 
acting as 
chauffeurs, and yardmen for of- 


houseboys, 


ficers. 

To the foreign giveaways and 
extravagance in the defense pro- 
gram, 
farmers, handouts 
handouts for education, handouts 
for this, that and the other thing. 
But 
handout. A handout implies some- 
thing for nothing. But the federal 
politicians and bureaucrats have 


you can add handouts to 


for housing, 


none of these is really a 


nothing to give away. Before they 
can give a dollar to Communist 
Yugoslavia or Socialist Britain, 
before they can build a house or 
buy up a farmer’s surplus wheat, 
before they can underwrite a 
young man’s college education — 


Id 


before they can do any of these 
things, they have to grab the mon- 
ey from you — you who build or 
rent your own house, who pay a 
big price for bread, who try to 
save for your children’s educa- 
tion. And before you ever get any 


of your own money back from the 
federal bureaucrats, there has 
been siphoned off from it the pay 
and waste of the bureaucrats. 
The only thing added to what is 
left is dictation and control from 
Washington. 

—John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual Network broadcast 4/19/59 





Government, Go Home! 


Note: There has 
been considerable discussion of 


(Editor’s 


late in the public press about 
what’s wrong with various of our 
The following excerpts 
from an article by the co-publish- 
er of aWest Virginia weekly news- 
paper, while addressed to the 
citizens of his native state, will 
be of interest to residents of all 
other American states.) 

What’s wrong with West Vir- 
ginia? Just to get down to the 
root of the matter, we have been 
getting too much government help. 
We have just had the hell helped 
out of us and that’s all there is 
to it. Our troubles all started 
when that man in the White House 
said we’d nothing to fearexcept 
fear itself, which was all wrong 
because what we had to fear was 


States. 


the loss of human dignity itself 
and we lost it for sure when he 
lulled the American people into 
the belief that the government 
owes everybody a living. He 
wrapped up our most precious 
heritage — the beauty and dignity 
of work — and used it for fuel for 
fireside chats. 

Let me give you an attested 
case history of a man who is the 
embodiment of what’s wrong with 
West Virginia. He is a good coal 
miner and worked in the best 
mines until he got silicosis and 
couldn’t get a doctor’s chit, so 
he had to take less pay and work 
for the groundhogs, only the 
groundhog got to reading the pa- 
pers and learned what was going 
to happen to him if he didn’t line 
up unionwise, so this man we 








were speaking of lost his job. 

The man comes downtown 
every day and stands on the street 
and talks with fellow unemployed. 
He has some kids in school who 
eat free at the hot lunch. Another 
man who works at a lumber mill 
had to put in a septic tank. He 
told this man we are speaking of 
that he would give him 75 cents 
an hour to dig the ditch and cover 
the tile. 

The man huffed up like a wet 
hen. ‘‘Seventy-five cents an 
hour?’’ he said with proper scorn 
and refused it. How did the man 
who refused to work for 75 cents 
and let his kids bum free meals 
ever get into this mental state? 
The answer is the government 
put him there by preaching these 
four false doctrines: 

1. The government owes every 
man a living. 

2. There is something for free. 

3. Work is degrading. 

4. Industrial leaders 
bunch of cheap crooks who will 


are a 


ride roughshod over employees 
and have to be watched like 
hawks. 

Recently there came out of 
Fairmont the suggestion that the 
legislature consider a bill tomake 
coal 
their wages. Doesn’t 


smal] 
the 

anybody ever consider legislation 
that will compel a man to guaran- 
tee the boss a profit? Could the 
government exist without the men 


operators guarantee 
men 


who have enough guts to gamble 
with a plant, a mine or a mill? 

I think that all we need in 
West Virginia is for the govern- 
ment to leave us alone. Let us 
get back to the days when there 
was spunk and the glory of a good 
day’s work well done. 

We have nothing to fear but a 
kindhearted, open-handed govern- 
ment who thinks the people of the 
country are a bunch of hothouse 
geraniums. 

Government, go home! 

—Jim Comstock, in the weekly 


News Leader, Richwood, W.Va. 


Read “Socialism” for “Vice” 
Vice is a monster of so frightful mien, 
As to be hated needs but to be seen; 

If seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace. 


—Alexander Pope 





BOOK REVIEW 


Mystery, Entertainment, Enrichment 


THE VANISHING ISLAND by 
Charles C. O’Connell, 211 pages, 
Devin-Adair, N.Y. $3.50 

Out of Ireland has come anew 
kind of book. It is a mystery story 
— but it is also much more than 
that. The mystery serves to give 
the novelits moving force, but the 
people in it give it its strength 
and warmth, The overtones of 
things past and things to come, 
affecting all mankind, give it 
scope and lasting value. It is a 
book for young and old — for peo- 
ple Irish and people less fortun- 
ate. 

It proves that a book does not 
need to be filled with smut and 
obscenity to be “Interesting.” It 
proves that mystery can be mixed 


with majesty and that simple, un- 
tutored, self-reliant, self-respect- 
ing people have a strength and 
dignity that is rapidly vanishing 
from this world. 

In reviewing a book of this 
nature, one may not give much 
idea of the story line for fear of 
spoiling the suspense. But there 
is a dramatic story and it is de- 
veloped with great skill, starting 
slowly with just a hint of mystery 
and growing page by page, chapter 
by chapter, to its beautiful, un- 
usual climax. It is such a story 
as could be made into a magnifi- 
cent movie. In any form it is such 
a story as enriches while it en- 
tertains. 


—Cortland G. Smith 
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